
 
PROFESSIONAL CATERING 
SECTOR 

Through our industry-led and not-for-profit approach B2B Compliance provides Producers 

with a professional, hassle-free solution to meeting their obligations. As well as delivering 

full compliance with the UK WEEE Regulations we provide expert advice and support on all 

WEEE issues ensuring that our Members receive an exceptional service. 

 

WEEE CHALLENGES 
Companies impacted by the WEEE Regulations include manufactures and importers of 
commercial catering equipment covering the following broad areas: 

• Bar Equipment  
• Refrigeration 
• Prime Cooking Equipment 
• Beverage Equipment 
• Ware Washing Equipment 
• Food Preparation Equipment 
• Counters and Serveries 

 
Scope issues - Commercial catering equipment was not originally included in the scope of 
the draft WEEE directive and so it was initially thought that it would fall outside the scope of 
the UK WEEE Regulations.  Catering equipment, however, has been included and falls within 
scope under Categories 1 (Large Household Appliances) & 2 (Small Household Appliances) – 
albeit from a non-household aspect. 
 
High collection costs - Producers are obligated to finance the collection & recycling of 
whole appliances, not solely the electronic component or parts of the appliance.  This 
presents the commercial catering sector with a disadvantage.  This type of equipment is 
designed and manufactured for a long life in a professional high use environment, is 
predominantly metal based and usually has a small proportion of electrical and electronic 
components.  The heavy duty nature of commercial catering equipment means that 
collection costs from final-users would be comparatively high. 
 
 

B2B COMPLIANCE SOLUTIONS 
At its end-of-life, commercial catering equipment has a high residual value in the scrap 
market due to the high proportion of stainless steel in its construction.  B2B Compliance 
ensures that this value is utilised.  Our good working relationship with recycling operators 
enables us to off-set the costs of collection with the value that is obtained from the scrap 
metal, lowering costs for our members. 
 
B2B Compliance has introduced innovative approaches that allow catering equipment 
producers to minimise the impact of WEEE on their businesses.  This has been recognised by 
the Catering Equipment Suppliers Association CESA who is an active supporter of B2B 
Compliance and has, on several occasions, run seminars specifically covering these issues, 
with B2B Compliance as a speaker.  Keith Warren of CESA says: 
 
“Electrically energised commercial kitchen equipment is seen to perform the same function 
as household equipment and therefore is considered by BERR to be in scope.  This may not 
be the interpretation in other European Countries, a point that is actively being represented 
by the European Catering Equipment Manufacturers Association (EFCEM) of which CESA is a 
member.  This disparity is against the principal of the single market and is a cause of 
significant problems for companies distributing throughout Europe. CESA is pleased to be 
working with B2B Compliance in conjunction with its members in order to provide clarity in 
the area of compliance and solutions to the treatment of WEEE for final-users of equipment”. 
 

For B2B Compliance Membership details please contact our team on: 

Tel: 01691 676124 

Fax: 08082 800468 

Email: action@b2bcompliance.org.uk   

Web: www.b2bcompliance.org.uk 
©B2B Compliance 2010 
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For a list of Members and to find 

out why our Members are as 

committed to us as we are to 

them, please go to 

www.b2bcompliance.org.uk/b2b_

members 

 
GAMBICA www.gambica.org.uk    

DEFRA www.defra.gov.uk  

EA www.environment-

agency.gov.uk  

SEPA www.sepa.org.uk   

DOE www.doeni.gov.uk 
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